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Books and articles on dispossession in the United States
Mark David Spence, Dispossessing the Wilderness: Indian Removal and the Making of the National Parks (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999) 
In this book Spence examines the complex origins of the national parks and the troubling consequences of the American wilderness ideal. Spence explores the idealization of uninhabited wilderness in the late nineteenth century and the policies of Indian removal developed at Yosemite, Yellowstone, and Glacier national parks between the 1870s and the 1930s. Concerned with the historical and cultural importance of national park areas to the people who previously inhabited them, Spence also analyzes the efforts of various American Indian tribes to maintain a connection to these places after their dispossession. This book represents the first study to place national park history within the context of the early reservation era and details the ways in which national parks have developed into one of the most important arenas of contention between native peoples and non-Indians in the twentieth century.

Theodore Catton, Inhabited Wilderness: Indians, Eskimos, and the National Parks in Alaska (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997).

Based on case studies of Glacier Bay, Denali, and Gates of the Arctic National Parks, Inhabited Wilderness examines the century long "negotiation" between preservationists and native peoples that culminated in the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) of 1980. Designating more than one hundred million acres as new national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges, ANILCA added ten new units to the national park system and provided for native and nonnative subsistence use in nine of the new or enlarged land units. Wilderness preservation in Alaska represents a profound attempt, “on an unprecedented scale, to correlate cultural and ecological change.”

Richard Keller and Michael Turek, American Indians and National Parks, (Tucson:  University of Arizona Press,1998)
Beginning with a historical account of Yosemite and Yellowstone, American Indians and National Parks reveals how the creation of the two oldest parks affected native peoples and set a pattern for the century to follow. Keller and Turek examine the evolution of federal policies toward land preservation and explore provocative issues surrounding park/Indian relations. When has the National Park Service changed its policies and attitudes toward Indian tribes, and why? How have environmental organizations reacted when native demands, such as those of the Havasupai over land claims in the Grand Canyon, seem to threaten a national park? How has the Park Service dealt with native claims to hunting and fishing rights in Glacier, Olympic, and the Everglades? While investigating such questions, the authors traveled extensively in national parks and conducted over 200 interviews with Native Americans, environmentalists, park rangers, and politicians.

Benjamin Heber Johnson, “Conservation, subsistence, and class at the birth of Superior National Forest,” Environmental History, January 1999.

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3854/is_199901/ai_n8848307/
This essay reconsiders the history of environmental conflict in Northeastern Minnesota in light of the impact of Superior National Forest's establishment in, 1909, specifically by examining the effects of state conservation on local resource use and economic hierarchies in the nearby town of Ely.6 Local elites in Ely were the critical clients and beneficiaries of the expansion of state power that conservation embodied. The ability of the town's merchant elite to implement state conservation in its own interest posed a threat to important subsistence uses by the area's poorer residents. The result was a deepening of the gap between the way these two groups perceived the natural world around them and the bureaucracies that were increasingly regulating it. These early conflicts helped contribute to widespread local opposition to the management of the forest, an opposition that lasts to this day.

Dan O’Neill, A Land Gone Lonesome, Counterpoint Press, 2006.

Books and articles on dispossession with an international orientation 

S. R. Brechin, P. R. Wilchusen, C. L. Fortwrangler, and P. C. West. Contested Nature. Promoting International Biodiversity Conservation with Social Justice in the Twenty-first Century. New York: State University of New York Press 2003

This book touches upon diverse aspects of current conservation dilemmas including exclusion and eviction, the institutional difficulties of complex conservation organizations, private conservation areas, ecotourism, the reification of communities, community level conflicts, deforestation, bio-prospecting and more. As its title suggests, the works in the volume are geared towards identifying the shortcomings of international conservation, while seeking to influence policy and practice in ways that promote biodiversity with social justice.

Dan Brockington and Jim Igoe, “Eviction for Conservation: A Global Overview,” 2003.

http://conservationrefugees.org/pdfdoc/EvictionforConservation.pdf
Displacement resulting from the establishment and enforcement of protected areas has troubled relationships between conservationists and rural groups in many parts of the world. This paper examines one aspect of displacement: eviction from protected areas. We examine divergent opinions about the quality of information available in the literature. We then examine the literature itself, discussing the patterns visible in nearly 250 reports we compile over the last two years. We argue that the quality of the literature is not great, but that there are signs that this problem is primarily concentrated in a few regions of the world. We show that there has been a remarkable surge of publications about relocation after 1990, yet most protected areas reported in these publications were established before 1980. This reflects two processes, first a move within research circles to recover and rediscover protected areas’ murky past, and second stronger enforcement of existing legislation. We review the better analyses of the consequences of relocation from protected areas which are available and highlight areas of future research.

Michael Cernea and Kia Schmidt-Soltau, 2006, “Poverty Risks and National Parks: Policy Issues in Conservation and Resettlement”
http://conservationrefugees.org/pdfdoc/povertyrisks.pdf
This study draws empirical evidence from 12 case studies from six countries, which are analyzed through the conceptual lens of the Impoverishment Risks and Reconstruction Model for Involuntary Resettlement. The research concludes conservatively that parks in the Congo basin have already displaced and impoverished about 120–150,000 people and that more will be displaced if this approach continues, despite its deleterious outcomes. The authors argue that the park-establishment strategy predicated upon compulsory population displacement has exhausted its credibility and compromised the cause of biodiversity conservation by inflicting aggravated impoverishment on very large numbers of people. They recommend that the concerned Governments should desist using the eviction approach. The alternative

course, proposed by the authors, is to replace forced displacements with a pro-poor strategy that pursues ‘‘double sustainability,’’ to protect both the biodiversity and people’s livelihoods at the same time.

Chapin, Mac, 2004, “A Challenge to Conservationists,” Worldwatch.
http://www.nativelands.org/PUBLICATIONS/Pub/A_Challenge_to_Conservationists.pdf
Chatty, D. and M. Colchester, Conservation and Mobile Indigenous Peoples. Displacement, forced settlement and sustainable development. New York: Berghan Books. 2002

Wildlife conservation and other environmental protection projects can have tremendous impact on the lives and livelihoods of the often mobile, difficult-to-reach, and marginal peoples who inhabit the same territory. The contributors to this collection of case studies, social scientists as well as natural scientists, are concerned with this human element in biodiversity. They examine the interface between conservation and indigenous communities forced to move or to settle elsewhere in order to accommodate environmental policies and biodiversity concerns. The case studies investigate successful and not so successful community-managed, as well as local participatory, conservation projects in Africa, the Middle East, South and South Eastern Asia, Australia and Latin America. There are lessons to be learned from recent efforts in community managed conservation and this volume significantly contributes to that discussion.

Dowie, Mark. 2005. Conservation Refugees. When protecting nature means kicking people out. Orion Nov/Dec. http://www.orionmagazine.org/index.php/articles/article/161/   
Dowie, Mark, Conservation Refugees:  The Hundred-Year Conflict between Global Conservation and Native Peoples, MIT Press, 2009.
Since 1900, more than 108,000 officially protected conservation areas have been established worldwide, largely at the urging of five international conservation organizations. About half of these areas were occupied or regularly used by indigenous peoples. Millions who had been living sustainably on their land for generations were displaced in the interests of conservation. In Conservation Refugees, Mark Dowie tells this story.
Jim Igoe, Dan Brockington, Rosaleen Duffy, Nature Unbound: Conservation, Capitalism and the Future of Protected Areas, Earthscan Publications, 2008.
The number of protected areas has risen in recent years to over 110,000 covering over 20 million square kilometres, over 12% per cent of the planet's surface. How has this growth been achieved and why was so much of it undertaken in the last 15 years? What is the relationship between the massive rise in conservation initiatives, our economic system and corporate interests? What are the implications for the millions of people who live in or depend on protected areas? This book examines of the rise of protected areas and their current social and economic position in our world. It examines the social impacts of protected areas, the conflicts that surround them, the alternatives to them and the conceptual categories they impose. 
